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(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To improve the reliability of a travelling environment recognition 
whether or not a vehicle is under travelling on an express-highway by 
deciding that the vehicle under travelling on the express-highway when a 
prescribed travelling condition is satisfied. 

CONSTITUTION: A vehicle speed detection means detects a vehicle speed 
during a vehicle travelling and a vehicle speed decision means decides 
whether or not the detected vehicle speed is a prescribed speed or faster. 
When the detected vehicle speed is discriminated as the prescribed speed 
or faster, a clocking is started by a clock means and a clock decision means 
discriminates whether or not the clock is the prescribed time or longer. The 
travelling at the pre scribed speed or faster is possible on an ordinary road, 
however, when the prescribed time is set into a value larger enough then a 
time able to continue to travel at a prescribed speed or faster on the 
ordinary road, the express- highway travelling and the ordinary road 
travelling can be cleariy discriminated, since the continuation time is 
extremely short. Consequently, an express-highway decision means 
discriminates that the vehicle is under travelling on the express- highway 
when the clock is discriminated as the prescribed time or longer. 
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